

Joint Urban Ministry Project
JUMP Scene – January 2012 

JUMP’s mission is to promote the physical, emotional and 
spiritual well-being of people by providing:
 spiritual care, direct assistance to meet basic needs, and advocacy.







Drop-in Center: January has brought long lines at JUMP. The homeless shelters are full most nights and many are couch-surfing, or doubling (even tripling) up with relatives. Some in our area who are homeless camp all winter (for a variety of reasons) and we often see them in the drop-in center early for a cup of coffee and a warm-up. These folks have amazing stories to tell.
 (
WANTED
We are collecting 
warm
 winter socks, gloves, and hats 
in adult sizes 
for our community members who spend so much time outside in Vermont’s wintry weather. Handmade items are 
very
 appreciated – and we have lots of mittens already. Please drop donations off at JUMP between 9 and 4 at First Congregational Church. Let us know who you are so we can send a thank you!
)






In from the cold: We’d like to give a big thank you to the staff of First Congregational Church, where JUMP is housed, for their flexibility and concern for JUMP clients. We’ve negotiated a way to let folks in ½ hour earlier (8:30 instead of 9) so clients don’t have to wait quite so long outdoors and we can get the day started. Did you know that First Church donates the space JUMP uses? We are blessed to have such a generous congregation as part of the JUMP community!

Welcome NEW volunteers!: We are delighted to welcome five new volunteers to JUMP. Pastor Nancy Wright from Ascension Lutheran, Patti Lanich from Burlington Shambhala Center, John Terborgh from St. James Episcopal in Essex Jct., and Steve Rucker from the Cathedral Church of St. Paul are all new volunteers in the Drop-in Center. Lise Bornstein-Malter is a new board/committee member from Ohavi Zedek. We’re really living up to our “interfaith” mission!

Welcome new Imam: JUMP Board President Ginger Hobbs and Vice President Beth Dreibelbis recently met with Islam Hassan, the new Imam from the Islamic Center of Vermont, which is located in Colchester. He toured our drop-in center and inquired about our Muslim clients. We see a good number of people from the Somali, Iraqi and Bosnian communities. We’re looking forward to more collaboration with the Islamic Center.

Returns accepted: Our Friendship Soup fundraiser was a HUGE success – we raised over $4,000 for direct services to community members in need. Thank you to all who bought and gave Friendship Soup for the holidays! If you would like to return the canning jar it came in, we will happily accept it at the drop-in center to re-use when we sell soup mix again. 

JUMP is an interfaith ministry supported by 27 area faith communities (including this one). Our drop-in center is located at the First Congregational Church, 38 South Winooski Ave. in Burlington and is open weekday mornings from 9 – noon and the second Saturday of every month from 10 – 1.  862-4501 www.jumpvt.org   “Like” JUMP on Face Book!


